
Civic Committee Monthly Meeting 
October 1, 2013 

 
Attendance:  Ed Rohrbach, Mick Fitzharris,   Valerie Hutchinson, Tom Wheeler, Rodney Jester 
and Carol Larson. 
Meeting Convened at 7:04 P.M. 
Correspondance: 
Tree Pruning: 
Carol Larson stopped by with a copy of letter to Civic Committee.  (Copy of letter follows 
minutes).  The letter requests that Bart Yoder should not be hired to prune any Arden’s Oriental 
Trees (Styrax Japonica). 
Right of way. 
Tom Wheeler handed out copies of an email dated Tuesday, Oct 1 from Russ and Connee 
McKinney. Subject: Weed tree and McKinney’s Garage. Included with email are copies of two 
surveys, one dated July 1936 (copies of email and surveys follows minutes).  
Tom says that Jeff and Pam Politis’s survey which shows a right of way between the two, but it 
does not show that it is a town right of way. Rodney pointed out this right of way has been 
reviewed by the civic committee once before and it was agreed that it was not a town right of 
way (10’ Right of way to access chicken coop). The conclusion was that this is not a Civic issue, 
but it is between the leaseholders. There is a very large tree that is on that right of way and 
they would like for the town to pay for it.  
Tom requested Ed to write to the McKinneys with the Civic’s committee’s decision. 
Memorial Garden 
Since Memorial Garden is moving from Community Planning committee back to Civic 
Committee, Tom provided copies of Arden Memorial Garden Rules (copy follows minutes) so 
the committee is aware of their duties/functions. 
Concert Stage on memorial garden leasehold. 
Rodney: It should be removed.  At the town meeting need to inform them that it is on town 
land. If the town chooses to let it remain, the club should write a letter and indemnify the town 
from any insurance issues. The club still needs to obtain a permit so the town knows it is safe, 
legal and built to code.   Civic should send a letter immediately to the club explaining our issues, 
concerns and problems and inform them the civic committee is planning on bringing this up at 
the next town meeting because it is an issue for the town and the community.  
Possible Solutions: 
Ed suggested that  part of the leasehold could be transferred to the club’s leasehold. Rodney is 
fine with that idea, but in order to make those transfers from the municipality to the club, 
because it is municipal land and technically park land in some sense set aside, it depends on 
how the county views it. This involves an entire sub division which is a long, costly process to 
make a simple transfer.  An example provided was Bonnie Phillips leasehold. Tom clarified that 
Phillips leasehold was a sublease not a transfer. Rodney supports that also provided the town is 
protected. 
 Rodney believes part of the burials of the memorial garden is technically on the leasehold of 
the Arden club. If that is the case, this is a great opportunity to do a swap or whatever to 
resolve issues. 



Ed believes  two graves might be straddling the pool fence area.   
Rodney: If the Trustees are willing to agree to a change in the setback, a modification, the 
county will probably agree. But the problem for the Trustees is if they approve a deck that does 
not meet the setback requirements, then they would have to approve for every leasehold in the 
community. Tom said that was brought up with community planning.  
 
Rodney and Val will write letter to the club by weekend. 
Trees: 
Bonnies Phillips tree will be cover by grant. The other trees throughout the town that present a 
clearance issue, if not covered by the grants,  will be covered by civic. 
Roads 
 Bruce Downing has not started the road work as of yet due to illness. 
 
Jacuska (spelling?)  Rodney will send an email to Trustee informing them they can transfer 
leasehold now because the road has been repaired.   
 
Val thinks the yellow barriers need to be painted.  
 
Steve Tanzer’s Leasehold Ruts damage 
Tom sent a note to Steve and Jackie Tanzer to inquire about their satisfaction with the repair of 
the ruts that were caused by the trucks of the company who removed a tree.  Ed says part of 
Tanzer’s driveway is actually on memorial garden leasehold.  Their response to Tom was all ruts 
were fixed to their satisfaction.  
 
Civic Meeting adjourned at 7:48 Pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Elizabeth Resko 
Arden Town Secretary 
 
 
  
 



 



 

















 


