
Registration

We created a team. Named the project. Wrote a
description. Announced our intention. Set goals. 

 Now, we need to obtain support. from the
community and beyond.

Goals
“Chances are you never thought of your

garden--indeed, all of your property--as a
wildlife preserve that presents the last

chance we have for sustaining plants and
animals that were once common

throughout the U.S. But that is exactly the
role our suburban landscapes are

playing." -DOUG TALLAMY 

Path to Certification

Education

 In the Ardens, we are proud of our communication
though the Arden Page, LEAF newsletter, and  Forest of

the Ardens Facebook Page., where we advertise
workshops, hikes, garden tours, plant lists and other

educational opportunities  hosted by many community
organizations including The Gardeners Gild, ACRA,
Arden Forest Committee and Spotted Lanternfly

Taskforce. 

Community Projects

Past and future projects include stream cleanups;
stormwater management plan; Sherwood Forest

restoration; Forest and Wildlife booth at Arden Fair; 
 Native Plant Sale; Sherwood Green and Arden Gild Hall

WIldlife Habitat Certifications

Administration

To keep the momentum going post-certification we will
identify a post-certification Habitat Team, keep a log of
our work, submit grants to fund ongoing projects, share  

progress reports and photos to National Wildlife
Federation to publicize what we are so proud of in the

Ardens. as a way to inspire other communities.

Certify Leaseholds 

The Ardens currently have over 40 certified wildlife
habitats on leaseholds within the community. with

the goal of 50.  

Raise awareness of local environmental
issues within the Ardens community.

Encourage community members to engage
with nature: on leaseholds, in our public

spaces, and beyond. Promote volunteerism
in caring for our forests and green spaces.

Educate the public and especially youth on
best practices for healthy ecosystems. Host

platforms and events to share
information/tools and provide support to put

those best practices into action.

Identify areas of environmental concern,
such as flooding/erosion and invasive
species control; make a plan and work
toward solutions that support healthy

wildlife habitats. 

     Outreach. Set an example for other
communities to create wildlife habitats.
Dialog with housing developments that

share our forest borders about local
environmental issues.

Members of the the 
 Arden Community Wildlife

Certification Task Force:
 Jill Althouse-Wood, Carol
Larson, Elaine Schmerling,
Jeana Carey, Linda Toman 

Build partnerships with local  and state 
 organizations and non-profit

environmental advocacy agencies  to
support our goals and work.



The Ardens

COMMUNITY
WILDLIFE
HABITAT

PROJECT*
For More Information

To follow the progress of our community
wildlife certification, find out about

educational and volunteer opportunities,
share wildlife photos, find links to native
plants/invasive species lists, and dialog

with  us,  join Forests of the Ardens
Facebook Page or see

http://arden.delaware.gov/committees
/forest-committee/

For specifics on certifying your leasehold
or community as a Wildlife Habitat, see

https://www.nwf.org/certify 
or

www.delawarenaturesociety.org
 

Arden, Ardentown, Ardencroft (collectively know as
the Ardens) are a trio of villages/art colonies in
New Castle County, Delaware. Arden, the oldest,
was founded in 1900 as a radical Georgist, single-
tax community by sculptor Frank Stephens and
architect Will Price. Two adjoining villages of similar
size were also founded on Georgist principles:
Ardentown, in 1922, and Ardencroft, in 1950. The tax
structure of the Ardens is based on the Single Tax
economic philosophy of Henry George. As a result,
a person's house is not taxed, only the land it sits on,
which is administered by their respective trusts. Half
the land in the Ardens is woods and open spaces.
Common natural spaces include: Sunnyside Nature
Preserve, Sherwood Forest with Perkins Run, The
Arden/Ardentown Woods with Naaman's Creek,
The Arden Green, The Pettit Green, The Henry
George Green, and more. Footpaths criss-cross the
villages, and paths abound in the forests, allowing
full access and enjoyment of natural spaces. In
2003, the three villages were listed on the National
Register of Historic Places as the Ardens Historic
District. The Ardens are a Community Forest in the
Old-Growth Forest Network. Arden's forests encircle
the three historic villages of Arden, Ardentown and
Ardencroft. All together, the forested areas, which
encircle the three villages, add up to 100 acres--
some protected since 1900, at Arden's founding.
Arden has been listed as a Tree City, USA since
2008.

About Us

*IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
AND DELAWARE NATURE SOCIETY 

“A community is saved, not so
much by the righteous men in it,
but by the woods and swamps

that surround it.”
HENRY DAVID THOREAU


