Arden Craft Shop Museum

Museum and Archives Committee
May 14, 2014 Meeting Minutes

The meeting opened at 7 PM with Curator Kelsey Ransick presenting the Finding Aid she is writing for the archives collection.  Kelsey discussed the concept of an “archive” and how the ACSM holdings will be organized into a formal structure.  A finding aid is used to arrange a collection of documents, articles, various pieces of ephemera and other items.  A finding aid will make it possible to organize most of the material which does not fall into categories such as objects or library.  The finding aid will also make it possible to search the collections for specific information.  Different finding aids will be developed as needed for different collections.  When the finding aid is completed all the current files will need to be reviewed and re-numbered.  Then additional material can be filed in the new system.
Kelsey also announced that the proposed visit from a U of D “Scan-a-Van” to work on the photo collection will not take place as they did not receive the grant.  They are re-applying and we are still on the list.

Work on the October 10th Anniversary Exhibition has begun with an outline.  Hopefully the exhibition will include a catalogue.

The Shakespeare Exhibition, with costumes loaned by the Shakespeare Gild is scheduled to open June 8th.  No special opening is planned, but it will be ready in advance of the opening night of the play.  We still need several evening covered for the opening of the Museum an hour before each performance.
The Committee discussed the idea of doing another History Hunt for the ACRA Summer Camp and it was agreed to do so.  The ACRA organizers have also asked for the Museum to be open one morning for the campers to visit.  Hans, Elaine, Linda and Barbara expressed interest in the project.

N.B.  Since the meeting, the dates of July 7th and 9th were scheduled with ACRA for the History Hunt, with July 15th probably being the Museum open day.

Peter volunteered to retype the name listing identification for the Arden School photo.
Hans asked that at the June 12th meeting the committee have as an agenda item progress on the Book Exhibition.  He is sending out an updated list, as well as suggestions for the exhibition and related activities.

Barbara Macklem, substitute secretary

Attendance:  Hans Francke, Elaine Hickey, Peg Shaw, June Kleban, Peter Slattery, Barbara Macklem, Kelsey Ransick

